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The whole notion of admiring Nature, and feeling a sort of religious awe in the presence of
glaciers, deserts or waterfalls, is bound up with the sense of man’s littleness and weakness against
the power of the universe. The moon is beautiful partly because we cannot reach it, the sea is
impressive because one can never be sure of crossing it safely. ( 1 ) But meanwhile man’s
power over Nature is steadily increasing. With the aid of technology we could literally move
mountains: we could even, so it is said, alter the climate of the earth by melting the polar ice-caps
and irrigating the Sahara. ( 2 ) The question only arises because in exploring the physical
universe man has made no attempt to explore himself. Much of what goes by the name of pleasure
is simply an effort to destroy consciousness. If one started by asking, what is man? what are his
needs? how can he best express himself? one would discover that merely having the power to avoid
work and live one’s life from birth to death in electric light and to the tune of tinned music is not a
reason for doingso. ( 3 )( 4 )( 5 ) For man only stays human by preserving large
patches of simplicity in his life, while the tendency of many modern inventions is to weaken his

consciousness, dull his curiosity, and, in general, drive him nearer to the animals.
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(a) Man needs warmth, society, leisure, comfort and security: he also needs solitude, creative work
and the sense of wonder.

(b) If he recognized this he could use the products of science and industrialism *eclectically,
applying always the same test: does this make me more human or less human?

(¢ I have no doubt that, all over the world, hundreds of pleasure resorts similar to the one
described above are now being planned, and perhaps are even being built.

(d The music prevents the conversation from becoming serious or even coherent, while the
chatter of voices stops one from listening attentively to the music and thus prevents the onset of
that dreaded thing, thought.

(e) Even the pleasure one takes in a flower — and this is true even of a botanist who knows all
there is to be known about the flower — is dependent partly on the sense of mystery.

(f) Isn’t there, therefore, something sentimental in preferring bird-song to swing music and in
wanting to leave a few patches of wildness here and there instead of covering the whole surface
of the earth with a network of motorways flooded by artificial sunlight?

(2) He would then learn that the highest happiness does not lie in relaxing, resting or playing
poker. And the instinctive horror which all sensitive people feel at the progressive mechanization

1**

of life would be seen not to be a mere sentimental **archaism, but to be fully justified.
() *eclectically: selectively. **archaism: preservation of what is old.
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